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such a large family, lest everything should be con-
sumed, rather than to secure traffic and fish, in
which, however, lay all hope of resources for a sec-
ond voyage. But he could not entirely refrain from
doing some trading; for he had to make money, both
to pay the wages of his servants, and for journeys
here and there when in France.

[145] For these purposes then, he departed some
days afterward in his ship, with nearly all his crew,
to go to one of the Etechemins’ ports, called Pierre
Blanche, 22 leagues from Port Royal, directly to the
West. He hoped to find there some help in food sup-
plies from the French ships which he knew were in the
habit of trading in that place. Father Biard wished to
accompany him, to study the country and character of
the Natives, and his wish was granted. They found
there four French ships, one belonging to sieur de
Monts, one from La Rochelle, one Maloiiin or St.
Malo ship, belonging to Pont Gravé, commanded by
a relation of his named Captain la Salle, of whom we
shall speak by and by, and also a Maloiiine barque;
these four vessels must be well remembered, in
order to understand what follows.

[146] Sieur de Potrincourt, calling up each one of
these four vessels in succession, made them recognize
his son as vice-Admiral: then he asked them for help,
dwelling upon the dire necessity to which he had
been reduced during the past Winter, and promising
to reimburse them in France. Each one contributed.
But God pardon the Rochelois, for they defrauded
the Excise, giving spoiled bread for good.

While this business was going on, Father Biard
learned that young du Pont was on shore, among
the Savages; that the year before he had been made



